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Our Purpose:   

Knowing, Loving, 

and Serving God 

and Others in 

Unity 

          

                         PASTOR'S MESSAGE 
  
It has been quite busy around DUMC the last few months.  We 
had a very successful Strawberry Festival, and I would like to 
thank everyone for their hard work in gearing up for it, as well as 

running it on that beautiful Saturday.  Recently, our Worship 
and Evangelism chairs, along with our council chair,  

announced that we are stepping out in faith to reach our 
neighbors by moving our worship times starting in the fall to 

9:30 and 11 instead of the present worship times 8:30 and 11.   
Many in leadership have realized for quite some time that we 
need to make changes in order to grow our church so we can be 

experienced as a vital and respected member of our local 
community, and not seen as a dinosaur or a dying institution.   

Change is never easy; at least it isn’t easy for me.  There isn’t a 
perfect answer to our schedule change that makes everything 

simple for all areas of our ministry.  We need to adjust ourselves 
in order to bring more people closer to Christ and their faith.   
We are called to do all we possibility can to be a welcoming 

congregation to those seeking faith.  We are called to remove 
every excuse people have for not joining us in worship and then 

welcome them with open arms when they find their way to us.  
It is not a passing thought or phase or a sweet idea -- it is what 

we must do.  We must step out in faith, step out of our comfort 
zones, and be willing to adjust our routine and lives so that 
others can join us and know Christ.   

Our purpose for existing, our statement we say at the end of 
every worship service is the following:  knowing, loving and 

serving God and others in unity.  We are finalizing the plans for 
how this will work with our current programs -- our education 

program will experience a shift-- and we need to be flexible on 
how we meet the educational needs of our congregation and 

future members.  I know that this change will impact every 
aspect of our congregational life, but together with faith and 
prayer we can revitalize our education program, because I truly 

believe that our children’s programs will only benefit from this 
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change.  The greatest challenge is for us to be willing to see that this is not something that is happening to us, 
but instead it is happing within us and for us, so that we can build for the future of our congregation.      
By bringing the decision to the congregation months in advance and offering opportunities for people to hear 
the process that was employed in making this decision, my hope is that it will not feel like such a surprise 
when our schedule changes in the fall.  One thing I have learned is that there are some changes in life that we 
know are coming, and that knowledge should suppress some of the stress surrounding the upcoming change.  
Then there are unexpected changes, like the great opportunity that Kyle has been given by receiving an 
appointment to Centenary UMC in Shady Side.  We were not anticipating this change to take place in July 
2014, even though we knew Kyle was planning to seek an appointment and ordination in July 2015, and 
when this happened, it is another example of change that we do not control.  It surprised us, but we will adapt 
and adjust because we know that it is a great opportunity for Kyle, and we want what is best for him, just like 
we want what is best for the body of Christ.   
I hope you will continue to pray and reflect on how you can personally support DUMC and how you can be a 
part of making this a healthy and vibrant congregation with a forward-thinking vision and plan to make 
disciples for Christ.   
A going away party is planned for Kyle on Saturday 28 June at 6 PM in our Fellowship Hall.  We will need a 

head count because we are expecting a lot of folks to come out and celebrate with Kyle, Joanna and Harrison 
this new step in his ministry and their family.  Please RSVP to the church office.   
I have included a letter from Bishop Marcus Matthews summarizing our Annual Conference session last 
week.   Hope you find it informative and hope filled. 
 
In Faith, 
Pastor Lisa

 

Monday, 2 June  2014 
Friends: 
The closing "amens" of the 230th session of the Baltimore-Washington Conference are still echoing, and I wanted to write and 
thank you for all you did to make this a very special annual conference. We had hundreds of people contributing behind the 
scenes to ensure everything went smoothly and the preparation and participation from all of our lay and clergy members made it 
all outstanding. 
I was especially moved by the time we spent in those "Circles of Grace" Friday evening. In our process, our willingness to be 
open to the Holy Spirit, and in the way we shared openly and authentically about some important and challenging issues, we 
offered a witness about how to come together to be the church of Jesus Christ. The evaluations show that people believed "God 
was all around us." One person wrote, "For the first time in 10 years, someone other than God heard my thoughts," and another 
person said, "I was hesitant, but I have never been so in love with the church!" I think this is a model we can offer to the 
denomination to help us all as we move forward as bridge builders, connecting with God, one another and the world. 
I was also excited this year about the generosity of our churches as we strive together to fulfill our $2.1 million pledge that will 
go to help eradicate deaths by malaria. In gifts and pledges, we collected $1,960,562 toward our goal. With 356 churches still 
poised to make a pledge, I am confident that we will make our 2016 goal and make a significant difference in saving the lives of 
millions of children across Africa. 
Before the closing prayer of annual conference, I had the opportunity to look out over the ballroom and I can't tell you how full 
my heart was. We are one of the most diverse conferences in the denomination, and the beauty of our diversity, in all its forms, 
gathers in one room each year for worship and holy conferencing. Our guests from South Korea and Africa University in 
Zimbabwe richly blessed us. But I was also touched by the family we are and what potential we have when we gather to "be 
love." 
I will continue to pray for you, and I ask that you continue to pray for me, for Barbara, and for the staff of the Baltimore-
Washington Conference. I thank you for all you have done and all you continue to do in God's name as we become fully alive in 
Christ and make a difference in an ever-changing world. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Bishop Marcus Matthews 
Bishop, Baltimore-Washington Conference 
United Methodist Church 
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A Testimony And A Farewell From Pastor Kyle Durbin 
  
 What a difference a week can make!  One day, 
I was in the heat of tech rehearsals for the biggest 
production in the history of Cornerstone Theatre.  
The next, it was being announced that I had been 
appointed to a local church.  To clue everyone in, 
here’s how it all went down.  
 
On Saturday, 3 May, I had just submitted over 
forty pages of paperwork to the District Committee 
on Ordained Ministry to continue moving towards 
provisional membership on the ordained elder 
track in the Baltimore Washington Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.  Considering this 
meant that I had at least one year left at DUMC, 
Joanna, Harrison and I went to check out a 
townhouse in the area to move into.  The house 
was perfect, and we told the landlord we would 
sign the contract as soon as they got one to us.  On 
Sunday evening, Cornerstone Theatre was in the 
middle of undergoing the arduous task of not one, 
but two performances on our closing night of 
“Disney’s Tarzan.”  Literally two minutes before 
our cast was to take the stage, I received a text 
message from our District Superintendent, Rev. 
Evan Young, informing me that I needed to meet 
with him the next day.  He couldn’t say why and it 

needed to be away from the church.  Considering I 
had just submitted my papers, I was a bit 
concerned to say the least.  Nevertheless, the show 
needed to go on, and we closed out “Disney’s 
Tarzan” to rave reviews and impressive attendance 
figures.  The following day, Monday, Joanna and I 
had our first appointment with the doctor where 
we got to hear our baby’s heartbeat for the first 
time, a moment of enough joy to make our day in 
and of itself.  But no.  I went straight from our 
appointment to meet with the District 
Superintendent, who wasted little time in 
informing me that he had a church in the area 
whose profile matched my credentials almost too 
perfectly.  The church would come with a house 
(the parsonage), would be close enough for Joanna 
to continue as Director of CCDC and for Harrison 
to continue attending school, and I would be the 
full-time lead pastor.  I had 24 hours to inform him 
of my decision. 
 
 To say this was a difficult decision would be lying 
in a way.  In part, this is the culmination of a 
lifelong journey of living into my vocation and 

calling to be a minister of word and sacrament.  In 
another part, it is only the beginning of a new 
chapter in my life where I have not even come 
close to achieving all the goals I know God has for 
my ministry.  However, this move positions me for 
success in a field where there are never any 
guarantees.  After all, the Baltimore Washington 
Conference is quite large and there are plenty of 
churches that only need part-time or associate 
pastors.  Nevertheless, my decision was made after 
prayer, some council and conversation with my 
wife, and then a whole lot more prayer and 
reflection,  
 
On Tuesday, 6 May, I informed Rev. Evan Young 
that I accepted this new appointment.  
Understand, the United Methodist Church has a 
very intentional method of communicating this 
information.  Pastor Lisa was informed a day later.  
We were permitted to tell no one until I had met 
with the SPRC of the new church, and their 
congregation had been informed of the transition.  
Our congregation was informed the following 
Sunday as soon as the dialogue was appropriate by 
district guidelines.  I know sometimes these 
announcements can come as a shock.  We’ve been 

through plenty of them before.  This, however, 
was the first time I was the subject of the news. 
 
 If I were to attempt to write all of my thoughts 
about my time at DUMC, this article would be a 
three volume novel at least.  After all, I have 
attended DUMC since I was two; over 27 years.  
My confirmation certificate hangs in my office 
along with my South River High School diploma, 
my University of Maryland diploma, and my 
Wesley Theological Seminary diploma, all of 
which were earned while a member of DUMC.  
That membership changes on 1 July, along with 
my commitments and my attention, but the love I 
have for this church will never end.  As a child, 
this was the church where I got to first explore my 
creativity while hamming it up as a Wise Man in 
the old Nativity Pageants.  I was permitted to 
make commotion during worship even while 
forcing my mom to sit in the front row (at least 
until we got sent out for Children’s Church),  and I 
was allowed to ask question after question in 
Sunday School class.  As I got older, I learned 
what it was like to get picked on by a bunch of 
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grown men in the annual Acolyte Camping Trip 
Football game, all the while teaching me to grow 
as a young man of faith.  I was never a Boy Scout, 
but we had Pathfinders!  Around Middle School, 
some teachers realized I might know just as much 
about the Bible as they did, and I was encouraged 
to start helping teach Sunday School class.  In 
High School, you saw me bring girlfriend after 
girlfriend into the congregation, and you helped 
show me what affectionate behaviors were 
appropriate during worship…and which weren’t!  
You even taught me how to re-channel my overly 
emotional depression when each one of these 
juvenile relationships failed miserably.  It was also 
in High School when I was sent on Exploration, a 
United Methodist Church in Texas, where I 

learned about all the different ways to pursue a 
calling into church leadership and ordained 
ministry.  College was a test, to say the least, but 
you supported me by attending my theatrical 
performances at College Park and even coming out 
in force to attend some of the punk rock shows my 
bands were putting on.  When I graduated with a 
degree in Theatre, DUMC was there to 
force/encourage me to start a theatre ministry, 
which began as a humble, small, church-member 
driven production and grew into Cornerstone 
Theatre, one of the biggest outreach ministries of 
our church, which includes a season of two full 

productions, one or two musical revues and 
variety shows, and a week long performance 
camp.  You even stepped out in faith to bring me 
on as a Youth Pastor. 
 
 As I entered Seminary, I was more lost than I had 
ever been.  Aside from theatre, college taught me 
how to live like a rock star, and while there, for 
better or worse, I did, Monday through Saturday.  
On Sunday, I was usually able to bring things back 
together for DUMC, after all, somebody needed to 
play guitar in the Praise Band!  Seminary helped 

point me in the right direction, but a few years ago, 
I landed harder than I had ever imagined at the 
most important fork in the road my life had ever 
faced, finding myself charged with a DUI.  Up 
until that point, I had never faced a more 
humbling and humiliating moment in my entire 
life.  I faced a decision that would shape who I am 
and who I was to become for the rest of my life.  I 
could take the easy way out, give up on my calling 
and live a selfish life of social popularity.  Or, I 
could fully repent, turn towards Christ and the life 
God had planned for me, and live fully into the 

abundant life that comes from committing me 
completely to my vocation.  I chose the latter, and 
DUMC was right there to help me experience 
grace, healing, reconciliation, restoration, 
transformation, and all those other “ation” words 
that come with church-talk.  John Wesley talks 
about sanctification, an internal cleansing and 
reorientation of thoughts and desires that flows out 
into action that results from the saving grace of 
Christ.  For the first time in my life, I could not 
only claim that, but I could speak to it and share 
this wonderful gift with others. 
 
 To say the change was noticeable is an 
understatement.  My ministry at D UMC not only 
improved from that moment on --  it blossomed 

into a full-time assistant pastor position where I’m 
involved in everything from worship to education 
to youth ministry to childcare to theatre to 
leadership to everything in between.  Attendance 
at youth group skyrocketed.  My sermons 
suddenly not only made sense, they became one of 
the strongest aspects of my ministry.  Our youth 
mission trip started reaching more youth, more 
adults, and more areas in need that I can 
remember since I was in high school.  Our church 
started utilizing multimedia in worship to engage 
younger generations, and we now how a purpose 
statement that every ministry and committee can 

support and engage.  I’m not saying I’m solely 
responsible for any of this, but it was incredible to 
be a part of it all. 
 
 Then, almost two years ago, I suddenly noticed a 
girl I had known for five years.  She was energetic, 
immensely optimistic; devoutly faithful, 
unbelievably dedicated to her job, and had the 
coolest little boy I had ever met.  Last August, I 
married Joanna here at DUMC with Harrison 
right there with us, and this church showered not 
only the wedding, but our entire relationship with 

support, love, and care and has continued to do 
nothing but that to this very day.  In short, outside 
of my own family, DUMC has been the one 
constant in my life and I owe my faith, my calling, 
and my family to each and every one of you. 
 
Transitions are difficult.  I am not only 
transitioning away from the church where I work, 
I am moving on from my home church, the church 
that help raised me, the only church I have ever 
truly known since I was two years old.  I will 
forever be thankful for the role DUMC has played 
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in my life.  I am who I am, in no small part, thanks 
to each and every one of you and each and every 
person who ever walked through our doors.  My 
prayer for DUMC is that you continue to live out 
your purpose in this community so that everyone 
that comes into contact with DUMC will taste a 
piece of God’s kingdom here on earth, as it already 
is in heaven.  This is a mission that has truly only 
just begun, and it is fitting that I am moving on in 
the early stages of so many new, positive 
initiatives, aimed at reaching generations of people 
who do no know what it means to worship, to 
wrestle with scripture, and to be supported by the 
body of Christ.  
 
The mission of DUMC is also God’s mission, 

which makes it the mission of each and every one 
of you as well.  This comes with great 
responsibility and commitment, and my prayer is 
that you each find whatever role you were meant 
to play in the realization of this vision.   

For better or worse, DUMC is a family.  We look 
like a family.  We talk like a family.  We eat like a 
family.  We fight like a family.  But more than 
anything else, we love like a family.  No matter 
where God takes me on my journey of faith while 
I live out my own calling to “know, love, and 
serve God and others in unity,” I will always love 
my family here at DUMC.  
 
Please keep me and my new congregation in your 
prayers.  You will never leave mine.  Take care of 
my mom and dad, and my sister and brother-in-
law, too.  Take extra special care of Joanna and 
Harrison.  And as much as I hate clichés, this is 
anything but a goodbye.  After all, aren’t we all on 
our own paths towards that same glorious eternity?  

God bless you all.s 

 
 

 

Another Successful Strawberry Festival In The 

Books 
By: Debby Wasson 
 

Praise the Lord for great Weather, great help 
and that we sold out of everything! 

 
DUMC is very blessed to have such an 

amazing church family who came out to help 
pick, cut, and prepare strawberries for one of 
the most successful Strawberry Festivals ever. 

 
A big thank you to all the helpers who started 

on Thursday and worked in shifts until 
Saturday afternoon. Thank you to all who 

could not make it out but sent baked goods for 
the bake table. 
 

We really had amazing helpers from start to 
finish. It was such a beautiful day to fellowship 

with our community. 
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COUNCIL NOTES  
  

Greetings!  It was a busy spring and promises to be a busier summer.  The good news is no Council 

meetings were cancelled for snow in April and May, so there are two meetings to catch up on.  Here 
are the highlights: 

 
 The duct work in the parlor was fixed so heat will now be available when it is needed 

 Repairs to the old kitchen are underway for use by CrossRoads 

 SPRC announced the Church picnic will be 17 August     

 SPRC is also investigating options for back-filling and covering Pastor Kyle’s previous duties 

 VIM reported another successful mission trip, this time in Crisfield, with 21 volunteers 

 The Youth mission trip is 22 – 27 June in McDowell County 

 Cornerstone Theater pulled off a very challenging production of Tarzan 

 Social Needs and Outreach is teaming with Cedar Grove UMC for Breakfast Club from 25 June  
to 15 August  

 Tim Hopkins approached the May Council meeting with an initiative to preserve some of the 
church’s historic documents by having them both in digital and replica hard copies for easier 
viewing.  Elinor Thompson, at the Lovely Lane Methodist Museum, approached Tim to scan 
both the Thomas Davidson bible and the journals of the Circuit Pastors that resided at 
Davidsonville for a small fee (contributed on faith by the Council members).  The bible is the 
Thomas Davidson Family Bible that was left to our church by Thomas' granddaughter, when 
she died in the 1960s. She was the last Davidson and a member of our church until she moved 
into a retirement home.  Roger Vales is leading an initiative to house the bible in a display 
case. 

 Due to the winter we enjoyed, Finance reports that both CCDC and the Church budgets 
significantly exceeded snow removal and fuel oil.  Those budget lines were amended to cover 
our expenses to date only. 

 Finance also reported that the budget income is currently $27,000 below what was originally 
anticipated. 

 Clearly, the main issue to cross Council in the past two months was Worship Committee’s 
proposal to adjust service times.  Specifically, the motion to allow Worship/Evangelism to 
proceed with the service time change, which had been proposed to Council. In September, the 
Worship time will be changed from 8:30AM to 9:30AM.   

 
The services times first came up, quite unexpectedly, during the Council planning retreat in  March.  

The Council members had broken into to eight small groups and almost all developed a recurring 
theme - that we find ourselves apologizing for our service times, which did not match our priorities 

of being a family friendly church. Specifically, many visitors to our church have stated that the 
worship times are the main reason they do not attend regularly. 

 
The time change has been the subject of several meetings, a dinner, and a luncheon.  Some issues 
have been highlighted with respect to Education and Sunday School that will clearly be the subject 

of several summer meetings.  While everyone agrees that the Education Ministry and Sunday School 
are an important function within the church, it is important to note that Sunday school attendance 

has fallen recently, and the committee is in dire need of volunteers to teach.  
 

While change is difficult, it is important to realize that a church that fails to grow will atrophy and 
die by natural order.  Most of us that attend service have already reached a level of spiritual maturity 
that has fundamentally changed our priorities so that waking early and attending service on Sunday 

is an expectation and joy.  Being true disciples of Christ, however, means we must reach out to those 
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in our community that have not experienced that transformation through their knowledge of Christ, 
and help them eliminate their personal obstacles. We must all step up and accept the challenges that 

face us, and recognize that this small change and inconvenience to some is to serve God and grow 
the church. 

The time change by the Worship committee was a chore that confronted many of us with the need to 
be introspective as to whether our objections were principled, simply comfortable, or on occasion 

even a little bit selfish. 
A quick review of the highlights from the last two Council meetings should help emphasize our need 
for growth - short on income, exceeding budget lines, and need for volunteers.  It also highlights that 

budget management by all the committees will be of increasing importance for the remainder of the 
year. 

 
(1 John 2:6, NASB) 

“the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.“ 

 

In His service, 
Chuck Sparks 
Council Chair 

News from the Education Commission  
The Christian Education Ministry sends you grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 
 

Paul wrote a letter to the Ephesians in which he said, " I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
(Ephesians 1:18-19).  We remember this verse in worship when we sing Paul Baloch's 

song, "Open the eyes of my heart, Lord!  I want to see you!" 
 
Will you please prayerfully consider helping our DUMC family "open the eyes of our hearts" 

through volunteering to help teach in our Christian Education ministry?  You do not have to be a 
Bible expert!  You do not have to be a professional educator!  You do not have to facilitate class 

every week if we can get a few teams together--many shoulders will lighten the load!  All you do 
need is a call to want to know God better and help others do the same! 

 
Please help us plan for next year's Christian Education offerings.  God promises us we will be 

blessed by Him!  "Blessed is the one, oh Yahweh, the one whom you instruct and teach from your law, 

so to give them rest from days of trouble..." (Ps 94:12-13) 

 

Please contact the Church Office if you would be willing to serve as Sunday School Administrator or 
as teachers for either elementary, junior high, high school, or adult Sunday School offerings. 
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2014 Scholarship Winners  
 

Submitted By: Bob Wilson 
 

After nearly two hours of debate and deliberations and some requested inputs from Damon and 
Kyle, the Scholarship Committee has made its final selections.  Our decision was strongly based on 
the guidelines that the Committee has followed in the past, namely a strongly demonstrated 

involvement by the applicant in Church activities and the use of the scholarship money to "jump 
start" the applicant's desire for higher education and a very worthwhile career.  This year we had 14 

applicants and a finite amount of money to work with.   As you will see below, we selected six 
applicants who met these guidelines. The scholarship sponsors provided funds for the scholarships in 

$1,000 increments, but the Committee decided to give six scholarships, each worth $1,250; each 
scholarship will be paid for with funds from two sources.   

 

Our 2014 scholarship winners are: 
 

Kaileigh Ducharme 
Doris Cummins Memorial Scholarship   
Graduating from South River High School 
Will attend the University of South Carolina 

 

Chris Seidel 
Brandon Weill Foundation Memorial 

Scholarship  
Graduating from South River High School  
Will attend Syracuse University 

 

Kennady Moseley 
DUMC Methodist Women’s Scholarship  
Graduating from South River High School  
Will attend Pennsylvania State University 

 

Nikolas Ostis 
William Scrimgeour Memorial Scholarship   
Graduating from South River High School 

Will attend University of Maryland at College 
Park 

 
 

Kerin Weber  
Oscar Fay Grimes Scholarship   
Graduated from South River High School, 2013 
Currently attending Pennsylvania State 

University  
 

Amanda Sparks 
Wood Memorial Scholarship  
Graduating from Millard North High School 
Will attend University of Maryland at College 

Park 

 
I wish to thank the Scholarship Committee, the church organizations who provided funding for the 
scholarships, and the entire DUMC membership for their strong belief in this Scholarship Program.  

All scholarship winners have been notified via e-mail, and the scholarships will be awarded on 
Sunday, 8 June. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT                                                                    

 
Submitted by Nelson Outten, Committee Chair  

 

As we approach the middle of our year, many factors are impacting our annual budget.  The 

foremost is something with which we can all help.  Usually at five months into our year, our giving 
(i.e., offerings) equals about two thirds of our annual income, before we go into a relatively dry spell 
of summer-time offerings.  However, so far this year our giving is about one quarter of our annual 

budget. 
 

There are also a couple of expense line items which were out of our control due to the harsher than 
average winter. We have already spent more than our entire fuel oil budget and more than twice our 

snow removal budget.  As our treasurer pointed out at our last meeting, we expect to need more of 
both at the end of our budget year.  The Council has approved an increase in the budget to cover 
what has actually been spent at this point, knowing that more will be needed, but any figure at this 

point would be only a guess. 
 

Kyle will be leaving us effective 1 July.  The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has been working this 
situation since early May and will propose changes in the near future.  We realize there will also be 

financial ramifications as a result of these proposals.  When everything is redefined, we will modify 
the budget for the remainder of the year. 
 

Davidsonville United Methodist Church 
   CCDC 

     Condensed Gain & Loss Report 
    

 

Four Months Ending April 30, 2014 

  
2014 

  
2013 

DUMC  Gain & Loss Actual 
 

Budget  
 

Actual 

 
Y-T-D 

 
Y-T-D 

 
Y-T-D 

Gross Revenue 127036 
 

148873 
 

129255 

Expenses 
                  Apportionments 17556 

 
17557 

 
16466 

Staff 78493 
 

81022 
 

74128 

Programs 1972 
 

2634 
 

2372 

Committees 5546 
 

4501 
 

6162 

Trustees 31634 
 

29896 
 

30025 

Total Expenses 135201 
 

135610 
 

129153 

Net Income -8163 
 

13263 
 

245 

      CCDC Gain & Loss 
     Gross Revenues 192077 

 
200000 

 
197032 

Operating Expenses 176376 
 

190856 
 

156243 

      Operating Gain 15701 
 

9144 
 

40809 
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FROM THE YOUTH 
ROOM 
By Kyle Durbin, Assistant Pastor to 
Emergent Ministries 
 

 

 Over the past few months, the Youth Group at DUMC can be defined by one word…Tarzan!  
 
On 2 May, Cornerstone Theatre opened a weekend long run of Disney’s Tarzan the Stage Musical 

featuring music from award-winning artist, Phil Collins.  This was, beyond the shadow of a doubt, 
the biggest undertaking in the history of the theatre ministry at DUMC.  For the cast, we reached 

back into our production of “You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown,” to bring in Alex Higdon for the 
role of Tarzan.  Jane arrived, quite literally, from Japan, as local high school student  Allison Jordan 

joined the cast of Cornerstone Theatre for her first production with the company.  Veterans Nik 
Ostis and Chris Seidel stole the show with their comedic shtick as Clayton and Porter, respectively, 
while Kennady Moseley offered the exceptional talent we have grown accustomed to with her 

rendition of the hit number, “You’ll Be In My Heart.”  In their first performance as primary 
characters, Grace Iannicelli and Arielle Hall both had show-stopping numbers in their young and 

old portrayals of Tarzan’s best friend, Terk, while Catherine Dowling sang her songs even better 
than the recorded broadway renditions of Young Tarzan.  A strong cast of supporting characters and 

gorillas fully committed to bringing the jungle to life, and it was an honor to perform as Kerchak in 
my final role for Cornerstone Theatre.  The largest cast we ever assembled was complimented by the 
largest crew who has ever worked on a Cornerstone Theatre production, and without any veteran 

leadership this time around, Bailey Masters, Dalton Fowler, Courtney Klute, Marley Morris, and 
Thea Nolan did an extraordinary job behind the scenes.  Big thanks go to Damon Ostis for building 

our set and bridge, Bob Waddell for assembling and directing our Pit Band, Sharon Bence for 
cooking dinner, Dot Wood for crafting our blackout curtains, all the parents who provided food and 

assistance, and our congregations for continuing to support this ministry.  With this much talent, 
Cornerstone Theatre is in good hands and the future looks bright! 
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 Another word that can be used to describe youth activities over the past couple months is…movies!  
Hollywood has dubbed 2014, “The Year Of The Bible,” and we can tell why.  First, we saw “Noah,” and 
discovered how biblical truths can still be revealed, even when a secular director takes artistic license to the 
next level where the biblical narrative is concerned.  Then, we saw “God’s Not Dead,” and were cautioned 
not to be offensive or hypocritical when defending our faith, but also learned that science and reason don’t 
have to oppose the Bible.  Finally, the other weekend, we attended “Heaven Is For Real,” and it what I 
considered to be the best Christian film offering of the year (not my favorite, but still the best), we learned that 
faith can open our eyes, God is love, and God wants us to experience heaven on earth as well as into eternity.  
These movies even effected our worship, as “Like A Lion,” was used as a praise song on Easter Sunday based 
on the popularity of “God’s Not Dead,” while “Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing,” was used as a hymn 
based on its heavy presence in “Heaven Is For Real.”  No songs were chosen from “Noah” because the 
United Methodist Hymnal doesn’t have any songs about rock monsters and D UMC is just short of the 
resources to fill a complete philharmonic orchestra.   
 Recently, the youth have also completed a Ledo Pizza Fundraiser, assisted at the Mother Daughter Banquet, 
ran a car wash at a Tongues of Fire BBQ, and completed another successful Youth Sunday Worship Service.  
Memorial Day Weekend, the youth came out in force to support our annual Strawberry Festival, including 
picking berries and then moving over to the church to rinse, wash, slice, dice, and prepare the strawberries.  
Meanwhile, more youth helped set up some tents and stands on Friday afternoon.  The youth arrived early 
Saturday morning to help with set-up, then stayed to run the moon bounce, help with strawberry smoothies, 
help run pies, help at the bake table, help sell cheesecakes and strawberry shortcakes, help park cars, and then 
stayed late to break down tents, tables, and stands.  Top this all off with a great performance from Praise Band 
featuring a number of our youth, and it’s safe to say that the youth did their part and more to help make this 
one of the most successful and enjoyable Strawberry Festivals in recent memory. 
 If all goes as planned, this will be my last Lamplighter Article for our Youth Group.  Leaving Cornerstone 

Theatre and the DUMC Youth Group will be one of, if not the hardest part, of my transition.  While I’ve had 
conversations with our youth group, I wanted to take one more opportunity to thank each of our youth for 
your support over the years and your joyful participation in the youth ministry.   I love each and every one of 
you like family, and I will be praying for our youth ministry constantly.  Our youth program is one of the 
biggest ministries at our church, and that has just as much to do with each of you (and your parents) as it does 
with me.  I pray that you continue on in strength and commitment to the youth ministry of DUMC.  It needs 
your passion, enthusiasm, and dedication now more than ever.  Understand that this is an incredible 
opportunity for me to pursue my calling that I have fully embraced and am completely dedicated to.  Keep me 
in your prayers.  Have faith, God will take care of you.  Besides, we’ve got a lot to do before 1 July!  This 
includes our Flapjack Pancake Breakfast on 7 June 7 at Applebee’s in Waugh Chapel from 8 - 10 AM.   It’s all 
you can eat and all the proceeds support our youth group, so I hope everyone comes out and makes this our 
biggest pancake breakfast yet! 
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Submitted by:  JP Moseley 

 
 

The Methodist Men have been trying to increase the level in which we serve.  This year’s Mother 
Daughter Banquet went extremely well -- we served 80 mothers, daughters, wives, aunts, cousins, 

grandmothers, granddaughters and the entire cast of  “Tarzan; The Comedy.”  A special thank you 
goes out to all of the men that took a step forward and volunteered to help.  I know that I always 
leave some names out, but Joe Neimann and Damon Ostis did a fantastic job of buying and 

preparing the food.  A special thanks to Jane (aka Kyle) for writing the play.  
 

 

  
 

 

The Strawberry Festival was incredible, the weather was perfect, the entertainment was excellent, 
and the Methodist Men saw more business than we have in several years.  The UMM had a great 
turn out of volunteers and the DUMC Youth really stepped up and took leadership roles.  Niko 

Boogades and Mason Moseley worked under the mentorship of Tom Roh and grilled hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and Italian sausage for the afternoon.  Marley Morris and Demi Heider excelled at sales.  
 

Mo Hawk took over the helm of the strawberry smoothie booth for Lee Matousek and did a fantastic 
job with his trusty assistants Jodee Niemann and Dalton Fowler as cashiers, and the two fastest 
smoothie makers around, Wendy Travis and Courtney Ducharme. 
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The UMM Man of the Month, has to go out to Bob Bence.  Bob not only made some of the best 

homemade chili, to be served over the hot dogs or on Frito Chili Pie’s, but he was one of the first 

ones at the church on Saturday and one of the last ones to leave.  Bob, thank you so much for all 
that you do. You are an inspirational leader and a great example for the next generation.  

 
This year the UMM hope to sponsor tailgate events at both the University of Maryland and Navy 

football games. We also will be hosting another Bowie Baysox game -- more news on the dates to 
come in the near future.   

 
The UMM will be meeting on 7 June for our monthly breakfast at the Waugh Chapel Applebee’s for 
breakfast and to support the DUMC Youth.  All men, young and old, are invited to attend.     
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18th Annual Fairways of Faith Golf Tournament 
 
28 April was a great day of Christian fellowship as 11 church teams competed for the “Carpenters 
Cup” along with 14 open teams.  This year’s tournament was dedicated to Thomas (Tom/Tommy) 

H. Tucker, 1934-2013, lifetime resident of Birdsville, devoted husband, father, grandfather, church 
and community Leader, and our brother in Christ.  His efforts made this tournament a success for 17 

years. 
 

Congratulations to the DUMC team of Lee Matousek, Chip Hardesty, Bill King and Frank Wood 
for winning the “Carpenters Cup”, the symbol of South County Golf Supremacy (bragging rights for 

a year) and to Jim Fate who hit the cow and won a Chick-fil-A sandwich a week for one year.   
 

 
 

This year’s tournament raised over $10,000 to support the Youth Mission Trip to Appalachia and 
scholarships to our graduating youth.   A special thanks to all of our Corporate Sponsors, Mission 

Partners, Sponsors and Patrons whose gifts made this possible and the United Methodist Women, 
led by Dot Wood and the Tongues of Fire, led by Blair Smith for another fantastic luncheon, the 

luncheon being the main reason many of the golfers return each year. 
 

Additional thanks go out to Kristy Moseley, Vickie McMurray and Nancy Covington for 
administrative, photo and putting contest assistance;  Joe Niemann for keeping  the financial 
records; Vonda Vales for breakfast and snacks;  Chris Emert, Maynard Wratchford, Dave 

Attenberger and Jim Fate for taking care of the Sponsors’ signs;  Bob Bence and Tim McArdle for 
watching over the Hole-in-One for a car;  Frank Wood for checking in all the golfers; Ray Weems 

for doing the scoring; and Lee Matousek for emceeing the awards ceremony.   
 

The Fairways of Faith Golf Tournament has raised over $150,000 to support our Church’s Youth 
Mission Project of “Providing Warmer, Dryer, Safer Homes, for the Less Fortunate.”  It has been 
my privilege along with Ray Weems, Frank Wood and Lee Matousek to have put on this 

tournament for 18 years.  Thanks to all those who over these years have worked to make Fairways of 
Faith a special event. 

 
In his service, 

 
Roger Vales 
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TIME FOR A CHANGE 
 
The Worship and Evangelism Teams have been hard at work since our Council Retreat in March 

exploring the options for changing the time of our Contemporary Worship Service in the Fall. At 
our retreat, we were challenged to consider how DUMC is meeting the needs of the community and 

if we are demonstrating by our actions who we say we are, “A Family Friendly Congregation.” The 
reality for us was that we need to focus on church growth and that for many years the families with 
young children that visit our church say, that although we are welcoming, that our Contemporary 

Worship time is just too early for them. Our Worship Services and Sunday School classes are 
experiencing the lowest number of families with young children that we have recorded in many 

years. We have always been a congregation that values the active presence of children and youth, 
knowing that they represent our future. So after a careful collection of research and worship time 

comparisons, a time change was presented to Council and passed. Since then, we have held two 

meetings for all interested church members to attend so that we could share the process and 
information with you. We thank all of you who attended and shared your support and concerns. 

Your questions and comments are continuing to be reviewed so that we can move forward with the 
best possible plan for church growth.  

 
We recognize that change is not easy for many and are asking everyone to consider this time change 

not from their own personal preference, but from the perspective of those in the community that we 
want to reach.  We have been doing many things at DUMC the same way for many years, and if we 
want to again be vital and relevant in the community, we believe that a time change is important. 

Know that we have approached this opportunity with integrity and remain in fervent prayer as we 
discern God’s call. 

 
We will communicate the final plan with you soon so that we can spend the summer preparing for 

the Worship and Sunday School time change in the Fall. Please continue to pray for the church 
leadership, staff and members as we seek to serve God and be a presence in this community in a new 
way. 

 
With love and respect, 

 
Pam Durbin 

Cindy Borchelt 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

I Meet God In The Morning 
 

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof – 
It speaks of His greatness, it sings of His love… 

And so I give thanks,  and my heart kneels to pray – 
God keep me and guide me and go with me today. 

 
                                                                               ---- Helen Steiner Rice 
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Making a Difference in Crisfield, Maryland 
 

This year’s adult Volunteers In 
Mission (VIM) trip was to 
Crisfield, MD.  The team arrived 
on the Sunday, 4 May and 
departed on Friday, 9 May. 
Superstorm Sandy had done a 
thorough job of devastating a 
town that had already been in 
decline.  Situated in the poorest 
of Maryland’s counties, Crisfield 
suffered through nearly 24 inches 
of flood water, along with high 
winds.  Most of the town’s 
remaining businesses succumbed. 

Earl Bethards, the project 
coordinator, had an orientation 
for the 18 folks with this year’s 
DUMC VIM team, along with 
24 from 1st United Methodist of 
Hanover, Pa.  He told us, “You 
gotta let ‘um tell their story.  
Many are desperately poor, but 
proud.  Their philosophy has 
always been to try to fix things.”  
The town received about $500K 

each from the Red Cross and 
UMCOR, but that has not been 
nearly enough.  Earl said, “There 
is nobody else.  You’re their last 
best hope.  Therefore, we’d like 
you to take ownership of the 
houses you work on.”  The town 
was filled with beautiful homes 
from its days of glory in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries when 
it was Maryland’s 2nd largest city.  
Crisfield seafood was sent across 
the country.  With the decline of 
the seafood industry and then 
Sandy, the town was on its 
knees. 

We stayed at what had been the 
New Union Asbury M.E. 
Church. It was sad to see the 
various cornerstones from earlier 
structures built into what was 
now a church building without a 
congregation. The sanctuary area 
had been divided into cubicles of 

 

four bunks each, along with men’s and women’s toilets and a vanity 

area.  The fellowship hall and kitchen were on the lower level.  A 
shower trailer was outside. We were divided into four crews, with the 
sizes of each varying according to need and the available personnel.  
For although there were 18 participants, there was not a day when all 
18 were in Crisfield.  That having been said, the four crews were: 
cooking; roofing; drywalling and painting; and working with Adam 
Schmitt on every dirty job nobody else could or would do.  Many 
photos were taken and it’s hoped that there’ll be an opportunity to 
share them with the congregation in the near future.   

Since Katrina, DUMC has sent VIM teams twice to New Orleans, 
four times to Mississippi, and once each to Florida and North 
Carolina.  However, most of the participants agreed that this was one 
of the most satisfying trips.  It was just two and one half hours away.  
Folks were able to arrive and depart on a more flexible schedule.  No 
hotel stays were required.  The job sites and a supply center were all 
within five minutes of the church.  Most of all, the group felt like it 
was appreciated and was able to make a positive difference in the 
people’s lives.  Folks on the street and in passing cars would wave by 
way of greeting and saying thanks.  Acts 20:  35 says it all for this trip, 
“by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the 
words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘ It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ “ 

 

Blair Smith. Chair of Missions 
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Green Cathedral  
 

 
 

Good news from the Green Cathedral -- all the 
plants and trees have grown since last spring. 

So far, they all look insect-free and healthy.  

Our committee will be planting some colorful 
annuals this week and, thinning the Black-

eyed Susans and transferring them where 
needed. We have added a few flowering plants 

and ground cover in the mulched area and 
down the path. Debbie Werre kindly shared 

plants from her garden.  Many of the plants 

will be blooming soon.  How nice, after spring 
blossoms, then come summer blooms. I truly 

hope all of you saw the Green Cathedral in its 
Spring Time Glory!  It was a beautiful sight.  
How blessed are we that God chose the Green 

Cathedral  to show His mighty and glorious 
beauty. 

I thought you might enjoy these quotes about 
gardens and how they help us see and feel 

God's presence. 

Heaven is under our feet, as well as over our heads.  

-- Henry David Thoreau 

The garden is a proper place for the soul, where 

concerns of the soul for beauty, contemplation, quiet, 
and observation take complete precedence over the 
busier concerns of our daily life. --  George 

Meredith 

This one is just for fun, author unknown – 

Life is a Garden, DIG IT! 

May all your weeds be wildflowers.  

From our Little Piece of Heaven,  

Patricia 

 

Bench Duty In The Green Cathedral 

Greetings on behalf of the Worship and Evangelism Committees.  Here is the schedule for bench duty at the Green 
Cathedral.  I've attempted to involve all groups, and I apologize if some of you have duty with consecutive 
assignments.  Duty consists of arriving early to set out the bench cushions (located in the shed), removing the altar 
cover (and stowing it inside), and setting out the small chair and rug mats for the Children's Sermon. Thanking you in 
advance for your caring service..    Blessings,  Blair Smith 

 8 June -  Care and Nurture & Social Needs and Outreach 
15 and 22 June -  Education & UMW 
29 June - Youth (5th Sunday) 
6 and 13 July  -  UMM 
20 and 27 July  -  Finance and Trustees 
3 and 10 August -  SPRC and Sunshine 
17 and 24 August -   Tongues of Fire BBQ Ministry Team 
31 August - Youth  (5th Sunday) 
7 and 14 September -  DUMC Council and Lay Leadership Committee 
21 and 28 September -  Green Cathedral and Crossroads  
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Kyle,  
God planted a special seed 
in you many years ago.  
What a blessing it has 
been to watch you grow, 
fulfill your dreams, and 
answer God's call. 
Now it is time for you to 
spread your wings and fly. 
Go – knowing that you 
are loved and will be 
missed. Thank you for all 
you have done to share 
God's love and grace at 
DUMC. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kacia Smouse 

Bob Bence 
Russ Smith 

Nancy Bassford 

Oscar Grimes 

Joy Wood 
Betty Beatty 

Pastor Lisa’s Aunt Rose  

Leon Long 

Russ Smith 
 

 

 

 

Send your prayer requests to 
prayerchain@dumc.net 
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Our Doxology 
 

Submitted by:         Bob Waddell 
 

We are all familiar with the Doxology that is 

sung after the offering every Sunday morning 
service at DUMC.  What we sing is actually 
the last stanza to each of three poems written 

by Thomas Ken in 1674 for students at 
Winchester College in England.  These poems 

were intended to be read or sung by the 
individual student in his room during his time 

for reflection and prayer. Ken wrote a poem 

for morning, evening and midnight.  Why 
only in their rooms?  At that time, hymn lyrics 

that were not directly from Scripture were not 
considered sacred enough to be sung in public.  

The feeling was that no one could improve 
upon Scripture.  Here is Ken’s morning poem 

‘Awake my soul, and with the sun’ which he 
requested to be sung at his funeral. 
 

Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
Thy daily stage of duty run; 
Shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise, 

To pay thy morning sacrifice. 

Thy precious time misspent, redeem, 
Each present day thy last esteem, 

Improve thy talent with due care; 
For the great day thyself prepare. 

By influence of the Light divine 

Let thy own light to others shine. 
Reflect all Heaven’s propitious ways 

In ardent love, and cheerful praise. 

In conversation be sincere; 
Keep conscience as the noontide clear; 
Think how all seeing God thy ways 

And all thy secret thoughts surveys. 

 

 

 

Wake, and lift up thyself, my heart, 
And with the angels bear thy part, 

Who all night long unwearied sing 
High praise to the eternal King. 

All praise to Thee, who safe has kept 

And hast refreshed me while I slept 
Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake 
I may of endless light partake. 

Heav’n is, dear Lord, where’er Thou art, 
O never then from me depart; 
For to my soul ’tis hell to be 

But for one moment void of Thee. 

Lord, I my vows to Thee renew; 
Disperse my sins as morning dew. 

Guard my first springs of thought and will, 
And with Thyself my spirit fill. 

Direct, control, suggest, this day, 

All I design, or do, or say, 
That all my powers, with all their might, 

In Thy sole glory may unite. 

I would not wake nor rise again 
And Heaven itself I would disdain, 

Wert Thou not there to be enjoyed, 
And I in hymns to be employed. 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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Connie’s Corner                 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
One of the Stephen Ministry training classes is devoted to ministering to the aging.  The class was 

divided into pairs, and every other person was given a brown paper bag on which to draw their 
partner’s face as an old person.  Our partners put on their bag, and we talked about how we looked.  

The point was that even with a bag over your head, you’re still the same person; nothing’s changed, 
you just look a little differently.  You know, lately when I look in a mirror, I see my mother looking 

back at me.  Where’s the me I was twenty years ago?  Where’s my bag?  We can’t stop time -- we can 
only grow old with it.  Lots of things change, but not who we are.  Paul tells us to ‘bear one 
another’s burdens; and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.’ 

 
For further information on the Stephen Ministries, contact Pastor Lisa or me or go to 

http://www.stephenministries.org/. 
  

Peace and love,    
Connie Haywood 
 
 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – Benefits of Recycling  

 Reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills and incinerators; 
 Conserves natural resources such as timber, water, and minerals; 
 Prevents pollution by reducing the need to collect new raw materials; 

 Saves energy; 
 Reduces greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to global climate change; 
 Helps sustain the environment for future generations; 

 Helps create new well-paying jobs in the recycling and manufacturing industries in the US. 

So help us. There are designated cans in the kitchen and throughout the church. Some are for 

recyclables, and some are for non-recyclables. Please do your part to recycle at DUMC, including 

during Coffee Hour and special events. 

 

http://www.stephenministries.org/
http://www2.epa.gov/recycle
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“Heaven Is For Real,” And The Movie Is Pretty Good, Too 

 

Submitted by: Kyle Durbin 
 

The following article is taken from my blog, which can be found 

at http://theharlequincomplex.wordpress.com. This site also contains my 2014 Lenten Devotional, "40 

Days Of Disney," which could be a fun spiritual reflection during any time of year. 
 
 
 

 
 

This past weekend, I did what thousands of 

youth pastors probably did a month earlier, 
during Holy Week or Easter weekend; I took 
my youth group to see “Heaven Is For Real.” 

Admittedly, I did so more out of a presumed 
obligation to expose my youth to a Christian 

film making national headlines more than any 
true, personal desire to witness the film. After 

all, this was the same movie based on the book 
of the same name that I once snidely 
referenced in a sermon about Christian 

misconceptions of heaven. Let’s face it, a 
struggling preacher facing opposition from his 

congregation and experiencing serious 
financial problems suddenly strikes it rich to 

the tune of millions of dollars over his son’s 
not-surprisingly very westernized visions of a 
Christian heaven…and we’re NOT supposed 

to think this isn’t more than just a 
coincidence? 

 

And so, that was the attitude that I 
approached the film with (unbeknownst to 

anyone else, as I had already planned an 

unbiased bible study to follow up our 
viewing). The film I saw, however, was 

nothing like my expectations. Was there a 
clear evangelical purpose? Certainly, but 

nowhere near the offensive and divisive levels 
of “God’s Not Dead.” Did one of the 

characters have some real, dramatic internal 
struggles that ultimately lead to a “come to 
Jesus” moment? Of course, but no where near 

as dark and plot-usurping as in “Noah.”  
 

Instead, what “Heaven Is For Real” delivered 
was a light, family drama that posed more 

questions than answers and offered simple 
glimpses of what heaven looks like through 
the eyes of a naive four-year old. 

Todd Burpo, the pastor of Crossroads 
Wesleyan Church, delivers a sermon at the 

end of the film that pretty much summarizes 
the main theme of the movie. Actually, his 

sermon notes summarize it even better. “Only 
faith can open our eyes. God is love. On earth 
as it is in heaven.” Aside from the fact that no 

pastor’s sermon notes are only three sentences 
short, Pastor Burpo was almost spot on here. I 

would add that grace and the Holy Spirit play 
a pretty big role in the whole “eye-opening” 

experience, but the other two? They’re huge 
parts of what I believe as a Christian, and 
definitely not what I expected to hear coming 

into this film. 
 

1 John 4:8 tells us that “The person that 
doesn’t love does not know God, because God 

http://theharlequincomplex.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Heaven_Is_for_Real_(Burpo_book)_cover.jpg
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is love,” (CEB). In the film, Pastor Burpo 
takes this concept and applies it to traditional 

concepts of heaven. Does God love any one 
person more than another? Can heaven really 

be heaven if our loved ones are not there? 
These are only a couple of the questions raised 

in the context of the movie, from a parishioner 
mourning over the loss of her military son, to 
when Colton tells his father that he spoke with 

his possibly atheist grandfather in heaven. If 
God is love, regardless of how we may differ 

in our responses, these are questions that can 
not be ignored, and “Heaven Is For Real,” 

offers a gentle exploration of each. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer is prayed frequently 

throughout the film, and knowing the amazing 
feeling our son Harrison brings to us when he 

prays those words with my wife and me every 
night, I can tell why. One of those lines, found 

in the Gospel of Matthew, reads “Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven,” (Matthew 6:10, NRSV). Now, 

I’ve always felt the punctuation was a little off 
in our English translation here, and that it 

should read, “Your kingdom come. Your will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven,” but that’s 

beside the point. Todd Burpo was clearly 
looking at this (or a similar translation) when 
he wrote his sermon (or his three notes) 

because he had just, “on earth as it is in 
heaven,” with that word, “earth,” specifically 

underlined. Well, that’s kind of the point I was 
making with my punctuation alteration 

anyways, so I’m down with this little emphatic 
line segment. 

As Christians, we are not called to sit back, 
proud and content that we have been 

promised a heavenly afterlife. As God is, we 
too should be concerned with making the 

world we live in a little bit more like heaven, 
so that more and more people can experience 

the hope that is in Christ Jesus. This is why 
theologians talk so much about how the 
Kingdom of God is both a present reality and 

a future hope. This is why Jesus Christ, 
himself, talked about both abundant and 

eternal life. In the final sermon from the film, 
Pastor Burpo sums this up nicely saying, 

“Haven’t we already seen heaven? In the first 

cry of a baby? The courage of a friend, the 
hands of a nurse or a doctor, the love of a 

mother or a father?…Is heaven for real?…for 
me the answer is yes.” Amen Pastor Todd. 

 
Ultimately, “Heaven Is For Real,” will not 

please everybody, partly because it offers a 
message that is pleasing to anybody. It will not 
be evangelical enough for some conservatives. 

It will not be universal enough for some 
liberals. It will not answer enough questions 

for some fundamentalists and it will not pose 
enough questions for some radicals. And I still 

can’t say my opinion about the premise of the 
book has entirely changed. What “Heaven Is 
For Real,” the film, does, however, is speak of 

a God who love is bigger than any of our 
fears, and a Christ that offers a hope for all 

people. For some people, that hope, or at least 
part of it, is heaven, and for us, that heaven is 

very real. 

 

 
Pentecost Facts and Traditions 

 
Pentecost comes from the Greek word pentekostos and translates as 'fiftieth’ day.  We 
observe Pentecost 50 days after Easter.  This year Pentecost falls on Sunday, 8 June. 
 
The color of Pentecost is red which represents the power and fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Some also call Pentecost the birth of the church as it commemorates the establishment of 
the church through the Apostles’ teachings on the gospel and the baptism of thousands of 
followers. 
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June 
4    Jenna Rice 

5    Eileen Smith 
8    Vickie McMurray 

8    Paula Tidwell 

10  Joan Schulz 
11  Abby Geiman 

13  John Cain 
14  Shannon Long 

15   Florence Ingram 
15  Esther Peck 

15  Katie Webber 
16  Leon Long 
16  Tricia Moeslein 

19  Cindy Borchelt 
20  Jean Deafenbaugh 

22  Tommy Howie 
22  Jean Smith 

 

23  Kathy Reents 
24  Bob Wilson 
25  Emily Purcell 

27  Rebecca Gould 
29  Ethan Marks 

30  AliceWood 
 

July 
5   Nicholas Boogades 

7   Marty Hanbury 
7   Ferrall Howie 

8   Steve Gould 
9   Kate Neider 
10  Chip Robertson 

12  John Cohen 
12  Timothy Purcell 

13  Casey Bowers 
13  Chuck Moeslein 

15  Danielle Baird 

16  Jean Ford 
18  Kyle Durbin 
18  Beverly King 

18  Mary Roh 
20  Tim McMurray 

21  Barbara Colacicco 
26  Ben Hopkins 

26  Lauren McKeever 
28  Lori Heider 
28  Evan Purcell 

29  Ann Gross 
30  Jon Hopkins 

30  Anna Marks 
 

 
 
 

  

Anniversaries 
June 
2    John and Barbara Cohen 

9   Dan and Barbara Colacicco 
9   Glenn and Margie Turkett 

14  Lee and Pam Matousek 
17  Michael and Sharon Foster 

18  Bob and Jacque Tomlinson 
24  Steve and Kelly Arslanian 
24  Larry and Kacia Smouse 

26  Bob and Sharon Bence 
 

July 
11  Diane and Marty Sprecher 

15  Scott and Terri Williams 
16  Douglas and Jo Allman 

26  Leon and Janet Long 

26  Robert and Brenda Weber 
29  Skip and Mary Ellen McKee        
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Important June Dates 
7 – Applebee’s Youth Fundraiser 

8 – Confirmation/Scholarship Sunday 

8 – Sunday School Closing Program at 10 

AM 

9 – Church Office closed 

15 – Traditional Services moves to 10 AM 

for the summer 

22 – 28 Youth Mission Trip 

28 – Kyle’s Celebration Dinner Party 
 

Important July Dates 
7 -11 – Performance Camp 

7 – 11 –Vacation Bible Camp 
 

Mark Your Calendars 

 
 

Peach Festival 

9 August 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEER 

SCHEDULE 

 
June              Missions                 

July               Evangelism/Social Needs 

August          Council   

September     Finance 

October         Education 

November    Worship 

December     Evangelism 
 

 
 

Davidsonville United 

Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 370 

 819 West Central Avenue 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

Phone 410-798-5511 

 Fax  410-798-6251 

 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Bandel 

Chairman Church Council: 

Chuck Sparks 

      

Editor:  Caroline Day Scruggs  

caroline@ddminsurance.com 
 

We are on the Web!  http://www.dumc.net 

Like us on Facebook: Davidsonville UMC    

    
The Lamplighter is published in February, 

April, June, August, October and December.   

 

Submission of material for the Lamplighter 

does not guarantee publication and is subject to 

editing.   
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